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family and valuables to the gun-boat for safety. All the citi-
zens now left their houses and fled from the impending dan-
ger, some to the fort, but mostly to the country.

Upon arriving at the town, making a very formidable dis-
play for that quiet place, Rolette and Anderson, with their
companies, the Sioux and Winnebago Indians, were directed
to take post above the fort, while Col. McKay himself, with
the Green Bay company, the regulars, the Menomonees and
Chippewas, encompassed it below. A flag was sent in, borne
by Capt. Thomas Anderson, demanding the surrender of the
garrison, with which demand Lieut. Perkins, the Command-
ant of the post, promptly declined to comply. The six-pound-
er, under the management of the regulars, was now brought
to bear on the gun-boat of the Americans; the first shot, how-
ever, fired by the six-pounder, was a blank charge, intended
as a sort of warflourish or bravado. But our men did not
take a very near position; I should say they were half a mile
from the gun-boat, if not more, and hence the firing upon the
boat by the cannon, and the firing by the guns or cannon
from the boat, was generally ineffectual. When the firing
first commenced on the gun-boat, Capt. Grignon, with a part
of his company and several Menomonees, some thirty or forty
altogether, were directed to cross the river in two boats, and take
a position on land so as to annoy, and aid to drive off, the gun-
boat, the position of which was at first near the middle of the
stream, but when fired upon, had moved over nearer the
western shore. During the day, the gun-boat was at least
once or twice struck by the balls of the six-pounder, and
caused a bad leakage, which, when the sun was about half
an hour high, induced its Commander to move down stream.
Seeing this movement, the Americans in the fort called out to
them not to go off; but this being unheeded, they fired their
cannon at the boat, to stop it. Meanwhile Capt. Grignon
and his party over the river* had been annoying the boat. As

* The newspapers of that day, and McAfee's History of the War in the



